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British Foreign Minister Douglas Hurd arrived in Buenos Aires for a five-day visit Jan. 6. In an
airport press conference, Hurd reiterated Britain's position of complete sovereignty over the
Malvinas (Falkland) islands. Meanwhile, Argentine President Carlos Menem expressed confidence
that Argentina will recover the islands without conflict, possibly by the year 2000. Argentina and
Britain resumed diplomatic relations in August 1989, following an eight-year lapse resulting from
the 1982 war over conflicting claims to the islands. Discussions on the sovereignty issue have
remained frozen in compliance with the 1989 Madrid agreement for resumption of relations.
Although Britain has continued to reject Argentina's requests for normalization of military relations,
the two countries have signed a series of bilateral agreements covering issues including air services,
the visa requirements, cultural cooperation, investment promotion and protection, debt scheduling
and drug trafficking. Hurd said the purpose of the visit, the first by a British foreign minister in
nearly 30 years, was to see what progress could be made in terms of bilateral relations "in light of
our differing positions." A primary concern in bilateral relations is the fishing industry. Specifically,
Argentina recently promised Britain it would voluntarily limit the number of licenses for squid
fishing in the South Atlantic region. Although the squid originate in Argentine waters, they migrate
into the Malvinas region and constitute a principal source of revenue for Malvinas residents. Britain
is now seeking a long-term cooperation agreement for management and conservation of squid
stocks. In a meeting with Argentine legislators Jan. 7, Hurd received petitions for an end to "military
restrictions" covering the Malvinas islands and for greater cooperation in oil exploration in the
South Atlantic region. Members of the opposition Radical Civic Union party (Union Civica Radical,
UCR) boycotted the meeting. Hurd discouraged Argentine hopes for eventual negotiations on
the issue of the sovereignty of the islands in statements to reporters Jan. 8, affirming that bilateral
relations would remain within the terms of the Madrid agreement. This means that the issue of the
islands' sovereignty will remain frozen indefinitely while progress can continue on other diplomatic
fronts. In response, the UCR issued a letter demanding that a concrete date be set for discussions on
the Malvinas matter because "Argentines cannot accept" that the issue be suspended indefinitely.
In an interview on Buenos Aires' Radio America Jan. 10, Argentine Ambassador to Britain Mario
Campora said that in a "not-so-distant time we will achieve the integration of the Malvinas islands
with the continent" of South America. Campora said a "process of world interdependence" would
make it possible for the islands to be reincorporated into the Argentine national patrimony.
(Sources: Inter Press Service, 01/02/93; Deutsche Press Agentur, 01/08/93; Agence France-Presse,
01/06-08/93, 01/10/93; Spanish news service EFE, 01/06/93, 01/07/93, 01/09/93, 01/10/93)
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